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BOOST PROGRAM — REGIONAL PERFORMING ARTS TOURS 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.06 am]: I am pleased to inform the 
house about a new $l million funding program that will provide regional communities with the opportunity to 
enjoy more touring arts performances. Last week, the Department of Culture and the Arts, with support through 
royalties for regions, launched the Boost program, which encourages small to medium-sized performing arts 
groups to apply for grants to develop shows specifically for touring to regional communities. Over the next three 
years, Boost will increase the number and diversity of touring shows, including theatre, dance, music and circus 
performances. As part of the package, training will also be available for regional venue managers, arts 
organisations and volunteers to increase their confidence in hosting performing arts tours at their local venues. 
All arts groups will be encouraged to work with local presenters to develop ways of engaging with the 
communities they visit, giving regional audiences greater opportunities to access workshops and performances 
that best suit their needs. 

A similar regional touring partnership has been in place since 2006 for the state’s major performing arts 
companies, including the Black Swan State Theatre Company, West Australian Ballet, West Australian Opera 
and West Australian Symphony Orchestra. As a result of this program, all nine regional centres will welcome at 
least one touring company in 2014. 

The funding allocated to the Boost program is in addition to the government’s $24 million investment in arts and 
culture in regional areas, which will commence in 2014–15. Access to high-quality arts experiences increases the 
liveability of regional towns and cities and enhances the quality of life for regional Western Australian 
communities. I am pleased and proud that the government has demonstrated such a strong commitment to 
regional culture and arts. 
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